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• Asll ’ s claijlls vere &t a press conference. Valter Pincus, Washington 

correspondent for the Durham (N.C.) Morning Herald , called Hill and Knowlton / 1 
.. for comment on Dr. Ash's statement that American cigarette companies * ^ 


Inti 

l. 


vere cooperating with the physician. 
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Tobacco ‘SteamecP -JiB 


By WALTER PINCUS 
’ Washington Correspondent 

^‘WASHINGTON - A mush- 
rooming doud of doubt has 
risen Over a Canadian doctor’s 
. statements here on radioactiv¬ 
ity in tobacco smoke, 
y- Dr. Arthur Edward Michael 
Ash met 
. with report¬ 
ers . Tuesday f 
to unveil his * 

■ new method 
. for steam- 
in; radioac¬ 
tive parti¬ 
cles from to¬ 
bacco. Ra- f 
dioactivity in 
C.l garette 
smoke, the 
doctor said, PINCUS 
may be the 

Jink between Jung cancer and 
tobacco usage. 

In -his prepared statement 
the doctor said, “Studies by 
Cogbill and Hobbs of Duke Uni¬ 
versity revealed that cigarette 
tobacco smoke contains 670 mi- 
cromiero curies per gram, a de¬ 
cree of radioactivity too high 
lot public consumption.” 
Contacted Wednesday, Dr. 
Jlarcus E. Hobbs of Duke call¬ 
ed Dr. Ash’s statement “not a 
factual report of the paper's 
finding.’* 

Dr. Hobbs said. “We did not 
measure radioactivity at aid.” 
The 1957 studjr, be stated, con¬ 
cerned itielf with potassium in 
tobacco leaf and found that only 
4 *half of ; 1 per cent of the potas¬ 
sium in the leaf is transferred 
to the smoke by normal cig¬ 
arette smoking.” 

tfdbhs said these results led 
46 the conclusion that further 
study of-radioactive material in 
cigarettes was unnecessary. 

In another portion of his Tues¬ 
day statement Dr. Ash stated 
■'‘both British and American 
cigarette industries are cooper¬ 
ating in this) research.” Hill 
and Knowlton. public relations 
advisors to the Tobacco Insti¬ 
tute Trade Assn, for U.S. Man¬ 
ufacturers. strongly denied 


uted -^In Cancer Research ^ 

WASHINGTON — (UPI) — “ w « know that radioactivity 'jjr 

Wednesday there was any ^ Vv ' has ".UrtM an j^nban ^^^^^41 

at "help S—: n 

A representative of the De- 2***™.’ ct 1 * 1 * 1,1 * 1 * ^ >ti6n of the radioactive - 

partment of Agriculture’s *0- -3 . Cl Sy h potassium isotope K-40. than 

bacco division, who attended Dr. Arthur Edward Michael t f. r Wain- ' v 


Wednesday there was any co- YV 
operation or support at all for * 
the Ash project. WV 

A representative of the De¬ 
partment of Agriculture’s to- 
bacco division, who attended l * 
Ash’s Tuesday conference, said v\ 
he has furnished the Agricul- y 
ture Research Service a copy N\ 
of the doctor's presentation for ■ * 

their study, lie department of- ^ 
ficia! said he was unable to ^ 
evaluate Ash’s claims but said \j 
he believed Ash “singled out to- 
bacco because be bad some- ^ 
thing to sell.” 

Harry Guinivan of Washing¬ 
ton Industrial Research Consul¬ 
tants, Inc., Dr. Ash’s public re¬ 
lation’s advisers here, said the 
new research group to be form¬ 
ed by Dr. Ash would "sell the 
process” of steaming tobacco 
to rid it of radioactivity "to 
cigarette manufacturers and 
processors.” V 

Asked how much Dr. Ash 
would charge for his process, 
Guinivan repliedj “He wants a 
cent a pound to lease his ma¬ 
chine” which does the steam¬ 
ing, "and a million dollars to 
carry on his work in research." 

"I don’t know whether he’ll 
get it," Guinivan added. 

The "Cogbill” referred to in 
the Duke tobacco studies was 
identified as Everett Cogbill, 
formerly with Duke and now 
on the research staff of Ameri¬ 
can Tobacco Co. at Richmond. 

Va. 


Ash, a member of England’s 
ftoygl College of Surgeons, said 
he his been steaming cigaret 


4fi liUJI *71. iau»vav vi»g » T 

potassium isotope K-40. than ^ 
my other plint so far «ia«- V 

med” . ■ v 

Ash .said there are three ^ 


tobacco for the past two years, reasons why tobacco .contalna 


^ with encouraging results. 

^ Hi said the tobacco, after, 
^ the steaming process, "Is still 
\ amok able aJ though It loses a 
Uttle bit of the taste. Manu¬ 
facturers say It is buyable.” 


to much radioactive-material 
He blamed potassium and rubi- J 
dlum. which he called natural . 
factors, the increased use of 
fertilizers and fallout from in- 
creased bomb testings. , 
v 

..... 

■ ■ 
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Canadian Doctor smokable and to prove It he pass- 7 

ed around a peace-pipe full. 

o, * 11 r< li Dressed in typically British 

\ ar s New rionf Dr - ^ 

UIQI U Hwn I HI a smalI but skeptical group of re¬ 
porters on his radioactive, smoke . 

On Lung Cancer «« '££* 2 ® 

Duke University had shown that 
_ cigarette tobacco smoke contains 

By WALTER PINCUS 670 micfo-microcuries per gram. 
Washington Correspondent "A degree of radioactivity too 

Washington nr Ap# v nr Wlgh for pubtic consumption,” he 
WASHINGTON — Dr. Arthur added 7 ^-, where ^ 

Edward Michael Ash, a Canadian nicotine may not 1 cause lung can- 
doctor, told a press conference oer^ radioactivity does. • 'y j 
Tuesday he was setting out to Tobacco radioactivity. Dr. Ash 
fight lung cancer by eliminating said, comes from potassium iso- 
radioactivity from tobacco smoke, topes and ribidiium in the leaf it- 
But a spokesman for the To- self, increased use of radioactive 
bacco Institute disclaimed U.S. fertilizers in growing, and fallout 
manufacturers were cooperating from atom testing. 

£ Ash ' s 5chem ' His studies, Dr. Ash Slid, hid 

for cleaning tobacco. proved “conclusively” that corn* 

Dr. Ash’s main weapons, he mercial tobacco contained * high 
announced, will be steam which concentration of radioactive 
he forces through “dirty tobac- potassium. 7 V 

co” to eliminate whatever it is A .. y,. A . h frnm tK» 

that causrs tobacco smoke to give Imperia i Tobacco’ G> of Cauds. 

, i 1 ScV a te «i?'»« how ' v ' r - dispu ‘ ed thew re * ulu ;. 


Canadian Doctor 
Starts New Fight 
On Lung Cancer 


By WALTER PINCUS 
Washington Correspondent 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zmcmOOOO 
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